CHAPTER V
The First Three Azhwars - Their Ecstasy on Tiruvengadam

The first group of the Azhwars were those contemporries
born one after another, on three successive days, under three
successive birth stars, viz., Tiruvonam, Avittam and Sadhayam,
in the month of Arpisi in the year 719 A.D. They are respectively.
known as

POIGAI AZHWAR
BHOODHATH AZHWAR AND
PEYAZHWAR

The intrinsic meanings of the three names are worth being
examined here.

Poigai Azhwar:

Poigai means lake, from which people quench their thirst.
Likewise the verses of the Azhwar cleared the ever-growing doubt
of the learned ones, and their thirst for knowledge was quenched
by the lake of erudition of this Azhwar.

Bhoodhat Azhwar:

It is a truism that God in His Almighty wisdom sends His
Angels to be born on earth to do good to humanity. Ramakrishna
and Vivekananda were such angels. Likewise, the Azhwar under
reference is known to have been born with a set purpose.

Peyazhwar:

This saint was imbued with saturated devotion: but he was
looked upon by the then society as a devil (GUIL/). He was moving
about with the intense yearning for God though people could not
properly assess his worth. They took him as not one of their
kind; they thought he was a devil. Yes; he looked a devil of
devotional divinity.

We shall now observe the life-history of these there Bhaktas
who have contributed to the devotional literature of the country.